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356CAR members celebrate the Holiday Season in style.. (yes, Virginia, that IS a real Porsche hanging on the wall).
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356CAR MONTHLY MEETINGS 
1st Saturday  San Mateo Breakfast
8:30 AM  Mimi’s Cafe, 2208 Bridgepointe Parkway, San Mateo. Take Mariners Island   
 Blvd. exit just east of Hwy 101 on Hwy 92, head north, turn right on     
 Bridgepointe Parkway, restaurant is on the right. Contact Michael Hodos at   
 mehodos@mac.com or 650-326-1621.

2nd Saturday  Sacramento Breakfast
9:00 AM  Marie Calendar’s, 5525 Sunrise Blvd, Citrus Heights. Hwy 50 east to 
 Sunrise Blvd., head north about 4 miles just past Madison Ave, restaurant is  
 on the left. Contact Jim Hardie at jehardie@aol.com or 916-972-7232.
 
3rd Saturday  Hollister Breakfast
9:00 AM  San Juan Oaks Golf Course, Hollister, 156 east off of Hwy 101, 4 miles past  
 San Juan Bautista, right on Union Road, right to the golf course. Contact   Jack  
 Biersdorff at jbiersdorff@aol.com or 831-636-3046.

1st Tuesday  Santa Cruz Dinner
 6:00 PM  Johnny’s Harborside 493 Lake Avenue, Santa Cruz 95062, 831.479.3430
 Located in the upper yacht harbor just off Murray Street.  Contact Steve    
 Douglas at soquelglen@prodigy.net or 831-239-1291.

5th Saturday  Central Coast Breakfast
9:00 AM Spanish Bay Golf Course Clubhouse, Pebble Beach.  Enter 17 Mile Drive via  
 the Pacific Grove Gate, mention the Porsche Breakfast for free entrance.     
 Contact George Breein at gbreein@comcast.net or 408-888-5925 

Cover photo Bob Cannon
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President’s Message
by Barney Speckman

California Automobile Museum
356CAR board of directors have decided to again support the 
California Automobile Museum in Sacramento.  For our members 
this means that you will have a one-time yearly free admission to 
the museum located at 2200 Front Street in Sacramento.  Just 
tell them you are a member of 356CAR and enjoy the museum!

Are you getting your 356CAR emails? 
356CAR relies on Constant Contact email 
and event services to keep you up to date 
on events. These flyers supplement informa-
tion in the newslettter. If we don’t have your 
email address you will miss out! Update your 
contact information at 356CAR.org website 
member’s page:

 www.356car.org/member.html
   (All information remains private)

facebook.com/356car
(you can browse our Facebook page without being a member- check it out!)

It’s the New Year and much has transpired since my last message, but 
before I get into that let me first wish each of you a Happy New Year!!
Fall is over and the winter is upon us. As I sit in Walnut Creek writing this 
message on January 1st we are expecting rain and cold weather this week, 
but who is complaining – we need the rain. We are so lucky to live in one 
of the best places in the world to drive our 356 Porsches, so all we need 
to do is wait for a while and the weather will likely get better. The days are 
now starting to get noticeably longer and soon the weather will warm to 
the point that we will think often about hitting the road with our beautiful 
cars. I hope that you will take full advantage of that weather and the roads 
here in California when the time comes. 

In this issue of our Newsletter we review a few of the recently completed 
activities and a few planned activities and again seek your help to add 
even more.  

Fall Festival in Yosemite Revisited
Nancy and I loved visiting Yosemite for the Fall Festival event so much 
we decided to return in the winter to experience the Valley under differ-
ent circumstances. Yosemite was covered with a dusting of snow and 
temperatures dropped below 32 degrees. It was a magical time to visit, 
the water falls were flowing heavily and the roads were not congested as 
they are most of the rest of the year - everywhere you looked you were 
reminded that it was in the middle of winter and how different a place it is. 
We enjoyed a nice dinner at the Majestic Hotel (new name for the historic 
Ahwanee Lodge, a long story …) and many walks on trails that felt like 
we had them all to ourselves. While we thoroughly enjoyed the trip, I don’t 
think that late December would be a good time for an event in Yosemite 
given that most of our cars and some drivers may not be prepared to 
drive in the snow and ice, conditions that require chains. The Fall is indeed 
the best time for the festival in Yosemite.

Recent Holiday Events 
Kim and Rachel Nelson hosted a lovely holiday party at their home in 
Shingle Springs on December 3rd. The party included a toy collection for 
the less fortunate, a delicious pot luck dinner with way too many dessert 
choices, dancing to the sounds of the Speedsters and a chance to check 
out Kim and Rachel’s latest editions to their garage – like the wall mounted 
911, all enjoyed by approximately 100 356CAR members at the party. 

At the San Mateo breakfast held on the same day the gift drive ended very 
successfully with our members giving the San Mateo Fire Department 4 
huge bags of toys and $350 in cash to purchase gifts (clothing, school 
supplies, sports equipment, etc.) for their teenage recipients.

356CAR President’s Recognition Award
As has been the case for a number of years, our 2015/16 members once 
again nominated other members for their outstanding contribution to the 
club. I am pleased to say that one such nomination was made in the recent 
past and in early 2016 the Board decided to award a President’s Award 
to a deserving couple and further decided to present the award at the 
Sacramento Holiday Party (at that time we did not know that the Nelsons 
would once again graciously hold the party at their house). So it was my 
pleasure to attend the Holiday Party and to present the President’s Award 
to Kim and Rachel Nelson at their own party!  It was a complete surprise 
to them. The Board would like to thank them for their contributions over 
many years which have included co-chairing a North Meets South event, 
pitching in on several other North-South events, being the “go to” supplier 
for award trophies, and their active support of many PCA-SVR Porsche and 
356CAR events for so many years.  It has been my pleasure to personally 
work with them for many of those years. The Board looks forward to their 
continued involvement in the club for many years.    
 

Upcoming Events 
2017 is a new year and we are starting with a relatively open schedule of 
events. If you have ideas about possible events please pass them along to 
Rich Peters or another member of the Board as we put together a 2017 
set of events. Also, just a reminder to regularly check the newsletter’s 
“Schedule of Events” and the 356CAR.org “Calendar” section of our web-
site for dates and details of upcoming events.  While we do periodically 
send out email announcements and reminders of major events, you will be 
sure to get the latest scoop by checking these resources, and we would 
hate to have anyone miss out on any activity.

Badges & Window Stickers
356CAR name badges and grille badges can be ordered directly from new 
Membership Chairman, Phil Rowe.  Also, a few 356CAR window stick-
ers are still available for free to members in good standing from Michael 
Hodos while the supplies last.
 
Lastly, let’s always remember to be very careful out there, especially now 
that it is the wet, and possibly snowy, season!

Barney
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Schedule of Events For 2017
by Steve Douglas

March 2-5 LA Literature Meet and Toy Show
Open Houses and Swap Meet. New Organizer/Sponsor:  
Stoddard / NLA.  www.lalitandtoyshow.com. New this 
year are bus tours to various shops and open houses; 
see website for additional details. See 356CAR.org  
and download a complete list of the weekend’s events. 
(PDF)

March 18-19 HMSA Vintage Races at Laguna Seca

April 1 Fools Day Tour/Rally with PCA Loma Prieta Re-
gion
Additional details on the LPR website calendar. Hosted 
by Steve Douglas.

April 9 Luftgekühlt 4 (tenative)
Los Angeles. This event has grown into the “Must do 
for air cooled Porsche Owners” See event website for 
additional details and location: luftgekuhlt.com

April 20 - 23 North meets South
Hosted by the 356Club of Southern California. New lo-
cation in Paso Robles at the Allegretto Vineyard Resort: 
www.allegrettovineyardresort.com.  Room reservations 
available now; event details to follow. 

June 1-4 Sonoma Historic Motorsports Weekend
Sonoma Raceway

June 4 PCA Porsche only Swap Meet
Parts Heaven, Hayward 7am

July 8-6 PCA Porsche Parade
Spokane, Washington

July 14 - 16 2017 Emory Campout 
Save the date - it’s back!  McMinnville, Oregon

August 15-20 Monterey Car week 
Concours on the Avenue Tuesday; Werkes Reunion 
Friday at a new location TBA.
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Need more garage space?
See Leigh Rutledge and Bill Hambrick 
for Sacramento’s finest homes.... 

DUNNIGANRealtors

916-612-6911
leigh@leighrutledge.com 916-600-6528

bill@billhambrick.com

356 owners who know the 
needs of car enthusiasts! 

Ed Fall    801-355-0266 (MST)
521 N 1200 W, Salt Lake City, Utah   84116

 edfall@vintagewerks.com    www.vintagewerks.com 

V Wintage erksRepair, Rebuild and RestorationBOSCH Distributors
PIERBURG and SOLEX Fuel Pumps

BOSCH Distributors

Specializing in 
Porsche 356, 912 and 911 

Distributor Advance curve reset to factory speci�cations

BOSCH Distributors
PIERBURG and SOLEX Fuel Pumps

Repair, Rebuild and Restoration
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About 325+ of our closest friends among 
17 Car Clubs of the greater Sacra-
mento Area joined in the seasonal fun 

of decorating Christmas trees for each car club, 
each group’s picture, followed by a huge potluck 
dinner, and many raffle items.  The California Auto 
Museum (CAM) hosted all the fun in their facility on 
Front Street in Old Town Sacramento and again this 
year provided coffee for all to stay warmed up, the neces-
sary paper and plastic products, while opening their kitchen facilities for 
the final preparations of the to-be-shared delectables.  Again this year, our 
Sacramento Area Porsche Car Clubs (PCA-SVR & 356CAR) provided the 
coordination, organization, and staffing of the annual event with docent 
Kim Nelson as the MC for the event, and many members serving on the 
On-Site Registration, Raffle Ticket Sales, Kitchen Patrol, Bar Tending and 
Decorating duties.  Kim, the proficient MC, even went so far as to shame-
lessly press for 2017 (Capitol A’s), 2018 (Sacramento Mustangs) & 2019 
(Porsche Club) Hosts for future events so the tradition and fun will continue 
well toward and over the horizon.

During the “walk-around and over look of the exhibits” and again during 
dinner, Duane Maracin and Richard Cox of “Last Two Standing” guitar and 
keyboard duet treated all to their sweet harmony and familiar tunes of 
the season augmented by those of our not so distant, but fondly recalled, 
younger years.
  
The current CAM featured exhibit was a fantastic collection of antique, 
vintage, and specialty motorcycles, with everything from the very first 
motorized bicycles, to various scooters and transitionals for growing 
kids, to working motorcycles, to huge Hogs & old Indians, some with 
sidecars. One WWII US Army livery featured the now contra-intuitive throttle 
on the left grip so the rider could fire his machine gun or carbine with 
his right hand while dashing about the battlefield. There were motorized 
Honda tri-cycles (best ridden in polyester jumpsuits), British and German 
two wheeled steeds, flat track and off road racing bikes, a retired CHP 
Moto-Guzzi (reportedly the State is still looking for a qualified mechanic), 
and even an electric motorcycle that supposedly goes from 0 to 60 in 
something just shy of the speed of light - for 
those willing ... or certifiably nuts.  And in the 
general exhibits were the many antique, vin-
tage and racing cars for all to review as were 
in granddad’s garage or at the West Sac dirt 
oval.  There was even a Soap Box Derby car in 
one corner.  But opposing the vintage Ameri-
can rolling iron were three English sports cars 
(MGTC - TR2 - AH 3000), a Delorean, a Ferrari, 
a Lamborgini,  and two VWs, but none of our 
grandad’s 50s-60s Studebakers, Packards, or 
Lincolns.

Dinner as usual was opened to the guests by 
tables at random by the MC with his assur-
ance for plenty of food and that the longer 
your table waited to rise and dish up the better 
would be the offerings.  It is safe to say that 
again this year all were well fed, none left 
hungry, and the selections were broad, festive, 
fancy, and delicious.

Following dinner Kim caught everyone’s atten-
tion with many raffle items donated by various 
car clubs and dispensed against raffle tickets 
purchased, with all proceeds going to the 

California Auto Museum Christmas Tree Decorating Party 
by Lou Fifer

California Auto Museum.  Of the many coveted 
prizes offered, some were wrapped for surprise, 
others were useful car maintenance items, many 
were helpful household gadgets, and some 
were homemade specialty foods.  Unfortunately, 

again this year, Kim refused to raffle off either 
the red Ford Fairlane 302 Convertible or red Chevy 

Camero 327 Convertible bookends.  Maybe next year 
...

If you missed the event this year I hope you will join us next year, as 
always the Sunday after Thanksgiving to provide another great start to the 
Holiday season among friends.  If you haven’t recently been to the Califor-
nia Auto Museum lately you should know that they feature throughout each 
year rotating special exhibits in addition to the many regular displays.  
And as both PCA-SVR and 356CAR clubs are Members of the Museum, 
all members of each club get one free entry to the Museum per year, so 
what could be a better time to use your FREE pass than the annual CAM 
Christmas Tree Decorating Party?  See you next year!   



7

Again our annual 356CAR Christmas 
Party soiree was hosted by the 
gracious dynamic duo of Kim and 

Rachel Nelson in their wonderfully accom-
modating “showroom en suite”. Kim had 
moved most of his collection “cheek to jowl” 
to storage in his working garage leaving only 
three distinctively draped shapes at the front 
but out of the way for the 100+ attendees, 
the food line, the Speedsters, and the dance 
floor.  There was no crowding as we mixed 
amicably at the tables, visited with friends, 
sampled the potluck cuisine and danced to 
the Speedsters 50s-60s-70s covers and 
Christmas favorites.  The $5/person entry 
fee as usual defrayed the costs of the event 
plus each person was to bring a wrapped toy and some canned goods 
both to be donated to a local El Dorado Hills children’s shelter and Food 
Closet.

Fetching the chairs and tables were Kim and Charlie Meade on the preced-
ing Friday to meet the assisting couples (Fifers, Gabbards, Meades, and 
Sansones) who set up the chairs, tables, dusted and decorated. The 
weekend was completed on the Monday following when Kim and Charlie 
Meade returned the tables and chairs. 

The potluck was scrumptious, as ever, with each couple bringing their as-
signed specialty (mains - sides - desserts keyed to the alphabetical sorting 
of last names) with neither quantity nor quality of concern to anyone.  

The highlights of the evening were the 356CAR President Barney’s wrap-up 
of the year’s events and his surprise presentation of the 356CAR Presi-
dent’s Award to Kim and Rachel Nelson for their continuing support of our 
club activities, most significantly their many years of hosting the annual 
356CAR Sacramento Area Christmas Party. To say that Kim and Rachel 
were surprised would be an understatement, but Kim quickly recovered 
by promising that the framed award would occupy a prime spot in his 
showroom.  Following President Barney Speckman’s words of praise, Kim 
thanked all for attending and especially for the club’s honoring him and 
Rachel and then he excused us all to feast.

When all had eaten, the Speedsters picked up the beat and played several 
Christmas songs plus several of their signature covers as many members 
danced, some swayed, and others tapped toes to the dulcet tones. After 
a quick breakdown all were off to home, conveniently before sundown, as 
we closed another most successful Christmas Party with best wishes to 
all.

356CAR-Sacramento Area Christmas Party 
by Lou Fifer
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I’ve always been a “car guy”.  Not necessarily a 
Porsche guy, but I am now! My friend, Dennis, and I 
have known each other since the early 90’s and have 

always shared a “car guy” mentality; we’ve just lacked 
any kind of “car guy” project or interesting vehicle in 
our lives.  We’ve always worked on old trucks (Ford’s, 
GMC’s ... whatever) but our experience with European 
cars has been limited to Triumphs, BMWs, and Alfas.  
We have learned from these old trucks and cars, but 
nothing quite prepared us for our Porsche project.

2010 looked like an uneventful year, but in January we 
got word of an old Porsche ... in a backyard ... in the 
greater Bay Area ... that had been sitting for years.  We 
didn’t know what model, how long it had been there, 
or its condition - but we heard that they might want to 
get rid of it.  After months of trying to see the car, get 
pictures of it, or find out what condition it was in, we 
were finally allowed to visit the car in late April.  Slowly 
information began trickling in to us ... it was a 356 ... 
1958 “open” model (Speedster or Cabriolet ???)  and 
unbelievably they just wanted it gone ... for FREE!

“AJ” Finds a Home 
by Dave Lauck

Dave Lauck (L) and Dennis Foley dreaming of the day “AJ” gets back on the roadMissing a few parts after 30 years sitting outside in the back yard...
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We learned that the car was owned by a woman who had passed away in 
the early 80’s.  Subsequently, her father parked the car in his backyard un-
der a blue tarp, and there it sat until we found it.  According to him, there 
was some issue with the clutch cable but ... Eventually, Dennis discussed 
some of the car’s history with the woman’s sister, and he was allowed to 
take some pictures.  We were amazed with the opportunity as it turned out 
to be a 1958 356A Cabriolet!  From naivete or wishful thinking while view-
ing those first photos, we thought the rust wasn’t that bad, but later we 
learned that so many years of sitting on bare ground while loosely covered 
... the floorboards and longitudinals were disintegrated.  After many visits, 
it took us until May to convince the woman that we were willing and able 
to bring her sister’s car back to life and to convince her to give us the car, 
the pink slip, and the parts lying around.  Her only stipulation was that she 
would get a ride in it when we’re done.  I gave her a big hug.

When the word came down that we could pick up the car, Dennis and I 
were as giddy and excited as two little boys at Christmas.  We both knew 
that this was a once in a lifetime opportunity and we acted like it.  We 
couldn’t believe our good fortune and immediately began dreaming of the 
final product of our work as we named the car “AJ” for the first two letters 
in the original California black and yellow license plate, AJW 800.

To get the car out of its “hole” where it had sunk into the mud, and know-
ing that the Porsche’s tires were long gone, I found a guy who had some 
old VW wide-5 wheels with tires that held air for $100.  It turned out to 
be a good idea, as it would have been tough to make the car roll without 
them.  My neighbor loaned me his car trailer and off we went.
  
When I first saw AJ, I couldn’t believe that everything was there, albeit 
bumpers, spare tire, and miscellany stacked in the interior, but the top 
bows were present although the fabric was completely rotted.  On the 
down side the blue tarp had melted into the interior and the car was filled 
with yard debris, leaves, cobwebs, and insects yet to be classified - all 
easily vacuumed away.   We very carefully jacked up AJ, pulled off the 
original wheels with none of the lugs frozen!  And up on the VW wheels, 
we pushed AJ across the backyard to the trailer.  She rolled and steered 
nicely, and the brakes even worked, with nothing frozen!  I was so excited 
that I just wanted to drive her away.  We set the board ramps down 
and carefully pushed her up onto the trailer.  Once up on the trailer, we 
covered the whole (debris 
and odd parts) carcass with 
mesh and drove to Dennis’ 
house.
 
At Dennis’ house, we vacu-
umed the interior, finding 
an old pocket knife, some 
nuts and bolts and plenty 
of yard debris.  We also 
found the door latch on 
the passenger side miss-
ing and the engine com-
partment lid unfastened 
but left on top of the en-
gine bay and the bumpers 
were detached but placed 
in the interior.  Everything 
else was pretty much 
intact.  We put a large 
wrench on the flywheel ... 
and the motor turned over 
... and although black, the 
oil did not have any water 
in it.  The carburetors 
seemed so-so but the fuel 
in the tank had evapo-
rated and congealed into 
about 1/16 of an inch of 
varnish.  After some initial 
cleaning and inspection, Dave Lauck (L) and Dennis Foley dreaming of the day “AJ” gets back on the road

we prepped AJ for the long drive to my house north of Sacramento where 
I have more room to store it and space to work on the car.  We arrived 
pretty late in the evening so we left her on the trailer in my driveway with 
the intent of unloading in the morning.

Getting AJ into the garage was simple and we couldn’t wait to further tear 
into the project investigation.  We got AJ up on jack stands and started 
to inspect the floors and longitudinals, etc., to determine what lay ahead.  
Of course, after doing much research on the internet, we found that we 
weren’t alone in our restoration endeavors, hopes and difficulties.  But 
fortunate for us there are many sheet metal suppliers for people who are 
in our predicament. 
 
Since then we’ve invested a lot of money, tools and learning how to use 
them, throughout our restoration efforts thus far.  Getting a media blasting 
cabinet and a large compressor gave us a good jump on this project.  
Blasting and painting the smaller components has taken a lot of time and 
we have sent some prepped parts off to powder coating.  However, we 
soon learned that some major parts of the restoration must be left to 
professionals.
  
Research proved that the engine is not original to the car but rather by 
serial number it is a 1960 1600S.  We don’t know what happened to the 
original engine, but we learned that back in the day it was common to re-
place motors rather than re-build the originals.  We think this engine will be 
fine, it is period correct, and as of this writing it is disassembled and being 
cleaned with the original transmission out for re-build by Reinhard Reidel.

Along the way we have met some very helpful people in the Sacramento 
area 356CAR who share our enthusiasm for these unique cars and who 
have provided loads of encouragement and advice for us as we continue 
the project.  Lou Fifer and Jim Hardie helped me evaluate and disassemble 
the engine, and the even promised to help me put it back together.  We 
determined that it is a good 1960 1600S, but needing a rebuild, some 
new parts, and a lot of greasy love.  I also recently spent a weekend with 
Lou poring over and learning from Charlie White’s, “Rebuilding the Zenith 
32 Carburetors”.  With his carefully diagrammed and described steps, 
we cleaned and rebuilt the two Zenith 32 NDIX carburetors with all new 
gaskets and replacing a few missing parts.  Then Bob Cannon showed me 

“before”
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how to plate some of the smaller screws and parts so the carbs now look 
as “good as new”.

The biggest portion of our restoration project has been cutting out, 
fabricating, welding, and replacing much of the coach work.  To this 
mind-numbing series of events stepped up Bob Cannon (AKA “Dr. MigTig”) 
with his years of experience and divine insight into making every bit “just 
right” with the body restoration, among other things.  Bob started with us 
in 2012 and continued into 2014 coming weekends to my Lake Wildwood 
garage with all his tools from his home in Sacramento to work on the car.  
As the project progressed, travel to the project got to be too much and we 
needed AJ up on a rotisserie jig to do the work properly.  Bob invited us to 
move the car to his home shop of tools and uniquely detailed fabricating 
expertise.  Since its arrival in October of 2015, the car has gone through 
quite a transformation over an emotional ride for me, but looking at the 
before and after pictures of the car makes you realize that we are bringing 
something beautiful back to life.
 
AJ’s nose was hit pretty hard at some point, and the early bodywork was 
not worth saving so we opted to have it replaced with a beautiful replace-
ment clip from Trevor’s Hammerworks.  And to repair a good-sized dent in 
the right rear quarter, Bob worked his magic with hammer and heat.  The 
door bottoms were completely rusted and gone so they were replaced, 
as well as the pan, tunnel and longitudinals, inside fenders and closing 
panels, battery box, rear seat area ... etc.  Bob (Dr. Mig-Tig) is a metal-
working wizard and has fabricated many unavailable body parts for our 
car, but most of the needed parts were ordered from Restoration Design, 
Stoddard or Sierra Madre.  In each case, Bob has made some modifica-
tions for the “just the right fit” as he hammered and shaped each to his 
satisfaction.  To watch Bob’s hours and hours of hammering, trial fit and 
re-fit is amazing.

With Bob’s wife Elaine’s incredible patience, I have been working with Bob 
nearly every weekend since the car arrived at his shop, with him working 
on it during the week; the project has come a long way in a year’s time.  
We can not predict exactly when this car will be ready for paint & body but 
I will miss working with Bob on the car and my many hours lying on the 
floor while Bob’s chocolate Lab “Hunter” licks my face or takes my hat off 
and walks off with it as he tries to get me to play with him.

The bodywork on this car has been extensive, and was certainly beyond 
Dennis and my expertise and wild enthusiasm, so to have Bob’s experi-
ence, knowledge and help has been a huge blessing.  In the first couple of 
years of the project, known as “BBC” (Before Bob Cannon) Dennis and his 
wife Mary helped me work on the car, but once it went into surgery at Dr. 
MigTig’s Urgent Care facility, they have evolved into our teams’ enthusias-
tic bankers.

I’ve learned so much from Bob, including how to make a pattern out of 
cardboard and transfer that pattern to a piece of flat metal, and how to 
Spot and MIG weld.  I’ve learned that metal preparation for paint takes 
longer than the actual painting process.  I’ve spent hours under his direc-
tion in cleaning surface rust to bare metal, then chemically preparing the 
metal, insuring that it is dust free, before then applying the primer.  The 
right process takes way longer than you would think.  I’ve also learned 
a lot by just watching his careful work on every step.  I watch Bob TIG 
weld, hammer, run his hands over it, hammer again, heat it up, shape it, 
massage it till it’s right ... all exhausting work but yet very satisfying in 
the end.  One of the hardest things to watch is Bob hurting himself while 
working on a piece with his extreme focus on what he’s doing and then 
bleeding on the car.  We have seen much of Bob’s blood on the car and 
I feel so bad when he hits his head or cuts his arm on something sharp 
while working on the car up on the rotisserie which leaves some bits verti-
cal with protruding edges that are easily forgotten.  It’s a painful process , 
but actually more for him than me.  Most of all I’ve learned how to take the 
time to make a car just right which is Bob’s mantra in all things he does 
- with never cutting corners, so to speak.  Attention to detail is a learned 
process; not inborn, and Bob has it in spades.

The car is still in the bare metal/bodywork phase and we just can’t wait 

to get the beautiful Mercedes Brilliant Silver paint on it.  The Porsche 
Certificate of Authenticity says along with the silver exterior, it came with 
Red Leatherette upholstery.  We’ll have Autos International tackle that for 
us, but in dark red leather.  We can’t wait.
  
The beauty of our project is that we have agreed that there is no rush, no 
time frame, leaving us the flexibility to do the job right.  AJ is safe, dry and 
loved for the first time in years so it can wait to be driven a little longer.  
It’s a true dream project and we have enjoyed every minute of it.  We can’t 
wait to get her out on the local twisty mountain roads.  Question is ... how 
do we decide who drives it first?  Any suggestions?

“after”



11

For the last 13 years, the Niello Company has sponsored a 
preeminent concours event in our own backyard, El Dorado 
Hills.  Toward the end of the concours season, on the first 

Sunday in October, people have gathered on the lawn of the Ser-
rano Visitors Center to celebrate fine automobiles. And so it was 
on October 2nd of this year.  Thousands of “car guys” and “car 
gals” roamed the lawn to see this year’s offering of 176 rare and 
unique motor cars, sanctioned by the Sports Car Club of America. 

  The two featured marquees for 2016 were Lincoln and De Tomaso 
Pantera.  The Panteras were  represented by 37 cars on the field 
while Lincoln had 13.  Other cars were divided into 31 classes ... 
by year, original purchase value, chassis type, and place of manu-
facture.  There were some cars which defied classification (1963 
Batmobile) which were placed into the “Customs” class.  The 13 
Porsches entered this year were divided into five different classes, 
not grouped together, but spread all over the field.
  
The Porsches shown this year represented a wide range of years 
and chassis types.  One was a 2016 GT4 classified as an “Exotic” while 
there were four cars in the Foreign Sports Cars 1957-1979 - Under 
$5,000 ... a 1965 C Coupe, a 1966 912 Coupe, a 1969 912 Coupe and 
a 1961 B Coupe.  There were five Porsches in the Foreign Sports Cars 
1957 to 1989 - Over $5,000 … a ’72 911, a ’89 930 Turbo Carrera 
Cabriolet, a ’72 911 S Targa; a ’78 930 Turbo, and a ’74 911 Carrera.  
Then there was a Class U which contained Foreign Sports Cars - Through 
1956, including two Porsches ... a 1959 A Coupe and my 1955 Continen-
tal Coupe. 

As Concours events go, the Niello event is held at one of the most attrac-
tive venues on the circuit.  The large, rolling, park like lawn of the Visitor’s 
Center lies on the other side of a covered wooden bridge which presents 
an inviting entry for this gathering of people and cars.  As the entrants 
cross the bridge in the early hours of the morning, each is greeted by 
a cadre of volunteers who attach a sign to the car and point the driver 
toward the assigned class and parking spot, amid other cars, trucks and 
motorcycles being prepped for the show. 
   
Once in the assigned spot, the driver and passenger are invited to a conti-
nental breakfast and coffee.  But first, my daughter Alicia and I unpacked 
the car and removed all but “original” equipment to the ground behind the 
car in preparation for the judges’ eventual inspection.  The Concours Judg-
ing is quite formal with each missed point of preparation (dirt, scratch, 
smudge) and each detected error in restoration (non-original parts, except 
those deemed OK for Safety Enhancements) will cause one of the three 
judges to subtract a point from your possible 100 score.  As part of the 
inspection, the car must be started and the brake lights, turn signal lights, 
head lights, fog lights, the interior light, the horn, and the running lights 
must all be checked for proper operation.  They even had me turn on the 
radio to prove it works ... it did.  The judges checked the gaps, the tool 
kit, the spare tire, and they look for the required fire extinguisher.  They 
looked inside the glove box for the owner’s manual and under the deck lid 
for dirt on the engine.  They brought out flashlights to look in the wheel 
wells and under the chassis for dirt.  They looked on the back side of the 
tires and the inside of the bumpers for any sign of dirt.  Then they backed 
away from the car, gathered in a group and chatted among themselves 
while looking at their score sheets.  In unison, they turned and said “Nice 
car.  Thank you for bringing it out today.”

The judges followed this same routine on each of the other nine cars in the 
U Class: a 1952 MG TD; a 1958 MGA 1500; a 1953 Morgan Roadster; a 
1956 Jaguar XK140; a 1950 Allard Roadster; a 1950 MG TD; a 1939 MG 
Tickford and a 1959 Porsche 356 A Coupe.  The competition in this class 
was very stiff with several new restorations.  The ’39 MG Tickford was 

brand new and gorgeous; the engine was full of brass and copper tubing 
polished so bright you could see your reflection.  The ’53 Morgan was also 
a new and impeccable restoration.  I was sure my 55 Continental Coupe 
did not stand a chance against this field of beauties.

And then ... it began to rain, first it was gentle on and off but then it came 
down in buckets.  People scurried to the sanctuary of the nearby tents 
where we stood for at least an hour watching all our cars get soaked.  
Some of the open cars were displayed without tops like the ’50 Allard 
Roadster race car.  The two owners sat in the cab holding umbrellas in 
an effort to protect the interior.  Not everyone had umbrellas and soon 
plastic sheets appeared as with the ’49 Delehaye Coupe De Ville with 4 
men sitting in it each holding a corner to keep the wind from blowing away 
the cover.  I wasn’t worried about my Coupe but I did discover some water 
on the front floor mats when the rain finally stopped, perhaps from a leaky 
windshield rubber.  The “Best in Show” car was one of those with no top. 
 
After the rain excitement, the volunteers came around and placed notices 
on the windshields of those cars who had won an award. The Award Com-
mittee came by in a golf cart full to the brim with nicely wrapped boxes 
and presented the 2nd and 3rd Class Awards.  The First in Class winners 
were to be driven to the Award Gazebo for presentations.  My ‘55 Conti-
nental won 3rd in Class; the ‘53 Morgan received 2nd in Class; which left the 
’39 MG to drive across the podium as 1st in Class.  With the cars entered 
in the U Class, I felt very fortunate to have won at all.

We were instructed to remain in our positions until the Best of Show 
award was presented.  I opened the box containing the award to see an 
art glass plate with a brass plate indicating 3rd place.  I placed the award 
on the hood of the car as people were still circling the field to see the 
cars.  Then, a Concours official approached the car and asked if I was the 
owner.  He then told me to start the car and get in line to receive one of 
the Show’s “Special Awards”.... but he didn’t tell me which one.

I moved the car toward the award podium and got in line.  As the car 
in front of me cleared the drive, I pulled forward and Richard Niello, Sr. 
leaned over to present me a blue art glass bowl with an inscription indicat-
ing 2016 Favorite Porsche Award.  As he shook my hand he said “I love 
this car”.  I pulled away from the podium but paused for some photos on 
the way, smiling at the applause of those who braved the rain.
 
I drove home a happy man with two awards from the 2016 Niello Con-
cours at Serrano, while my daughter held the bowl in her lap all the way to 
Elk Grove.  Even with the drenching rain, it turned out to be a good day on 
the “green” in El Dorado Hills.

Niello Concours at Serrano 
by Tom Sansone
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Six of our pleasantly shaped vehicles gathered with their usual sus-
pects astride for another go at the Apple Hill attractions of colorful 
fall leaves, quiet and twisty fun roads, fresh pies, fritters, dense 

apple donuts, sweet ciders & hot drinks.  Those attending the cars were 
Leigh Rutledge & Bill Hambrick (63B Coupe), Elaine & Bob Cannon (65C 
Cab), Kathy & Bob Murray (56 Outlaw Coupe), Don & Steve Rossi (60B 
Roadster), Jim Hardie (63S Coupe), and Lou & Joy Fifer (63B Coupe) - 
pictured.  Among the hardy, only the Cannon’s braved the brisk weather by 
going topless with their heater roaring as much as it could while the rest 
of us happily drove in warmth with the windows mostly up.  Fortunately 
the ride home was down hill as the quantities of calories, carbs, sugars 
and cooking fats we all consumed, while very very good on the way from 
maw to craw, were quickly transitioning to avoirdupois such that one could 
doubt that our little steeds might have progressed us up another hill.

We started on our haunt about the apple orchards and merchants with 
a shared “hot from the oven” caramel infused Apple Pie plus morsels of 
hot Apple Fritters at Abel’s Apple Acres followed by Larsen’s Apple Hill 
Museum, Ciders and Apples, then on to Jack Russell Brewery for lunch and 
samplings of their excellent draughts. Next was dessert with Rainbow’s 
Hot Apple Dense Donuts and then a final warm up at Boa Vista’s open air 
fireplace before parting company for individual rides home.

In all and every particular it was a pleasant yet smallish ride of a nearly 
traffic free Thursday about the delights of Camino, CA. 

The Joys of Apple Hill @ Harvest Time
by Lou Fifer

Hot apple donuts - YUM!

The hardy bunch about to start their adventure..
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After a long hiatus from driving your 356 you may find it hard to 
start the engine for any number of reasons.  But the most fre-
quent is the fuel line from the tank to the fuel pump has dried out.  

In our cars fuel is transferred from the bottom rear of the fuel tank through 
the outtake located at about your foot level while sitting in the car, and 
runs through about 10 feet of twisting, up and down, hard and flexible fuel 
lines to the fuel pump located at the left back of the engine.  The fuel tank 
outtake and the fuel pump, intake located at the left rear of the engine on 
the third piece, are at about the same altitude.  So if you haven’t driven in 
a while, and thus kept the fuel lines charged, or if you have a small leak / 
air gap in one of the lines, or just due to evaporation, the fuel in the line 
will gradually “dry out” as air replaces the fuel.  And given that our old cars 
came stock with the fuel pump mounted on the third piece geared to “pull” 
fuel to the engine rather than having a “push” fuel pump that would quickly 
charge the fuel lines a dry fuel line is quite possible.

There are a couple of solutions for this problem, beyond the obvious of 
getting out and driving your car more often.  But the first two are “non-
stock” and the first of the two is somewhat costly.  While both of the first 
and second fixes address the problem of fuel line air by pressurizing the 
fuel line, the third (noninvasive and external to the fuel system) solution is 
perhaps the way to go if you are interested in not falling prey to the Con-
cours Judges or are at all concerned for price or cost - benefit.

The first alternative is to mount an electric fuel pump between the fuel tank 
outtake and the engine mounted fuel pump and thus provide positive fuel 
pressure anytime the key is ON thus forcing any air from the fuel line and 
providing some modicum of fuel boost to your engine.  In this latter point, 
care must be taken to not get too much fuel pressure so some study 
of the new electric fuel pump’s output PSI against the 356 Specs would 
be prudent.  Once you have decided on a fuel pump that will not cause 
problems of over capacity you will need to locate the fuel pump, and 
likely a fuel filter, somewhere the Concours Police will not find it.  The void 
beneath your passenger’s foot board is just such a candidate location, but 
again care is noted here in that you may not want to tell her that beneath 
the soles of her feet and just below the bottom of the fuel tank nudging 
her knees is a loop of flexible fuel line that “could” leak ... and eventually 
“will” leak, like all flexible fuel line ... but again care should be taken before 
too much is spoken.  You will have to run Positive and Negative leads to 
the new fuel pump (I know that Brown is always Ground - and - sometimes 
White, Red, or Black or other mixes are usually Positive ...) but do you re-
ally want to add to your “shade tree engineering” a secondary fuel pump, 
probably a filter, a half dozen fuel line clamps, and 6V electricity under the 
floor board where you will effectively keep the whole out of sight and prob-
ably out of mind?  Another concern, for some, is the cost of this option.  I 
know about similar costs ‘cuz I just replaced the electric fuel pump and 
filter in my 71 Squareback, when I could not otherwise stop its leaking.  

The second solution also pressurizes the system, but is a bit simpler, quite 
a bit cheaper, and only discoverable by the most dogged Concours Judge.  
However, it too has a couple of drawbacks.  This option calls for a 5/16” 
In-line Fuel Pump Bulb, like the one on your granddad’s fishing boat fuel 
tank to engine fuel line.  The 5/16” closely matches our 8 mm fuel line 
and with clamps the flex fuel line will seal nicely.  The best place to mount 
the Fuel Pump Bulb is between the hard line coming out from the rear of 
your tunnel and the flex line going to the hard line up the back of your 
engine.  To use this solution you will need to reach under the car and give 
the bulb a couple of quick squeezes til you feel the line pressure build and 
then start your car.  As to drawbacks ... bending over low enough to feel 
for the bulb seems to be getting harder with each passing season, and of 
course the Concours Police may be a bit more limber, but then again real-
ize you have inserted a couple more spots among the flex lines from the 
hard line, to the hand pump, to the in-line filter to the hard line ... that may 
leak due to a loose clamp and with time surely will need to be replaced.  
But on the good side, this option won’t cost you much and even the slow-
est “shade tree mechanic” can do this one in an afternoon.

Dormant Car Starting 
by Lou Fifer

Now for the third solution ... that combines low cost, proposes no invasive 
procedures, will never be seen by the Concours Gestapo, is fail safe, 
will cause no leaks, requires no additional flex fuel lines, needs no extra 
clamps ... and can be easily carried in your travel kit for the odd time you 
might park on a down slope and bleed all your fuel back toward the tank 
leaving your carbs and fuel line dry.  (Ask around ... it’s happened.)  This 
brain child comes from our effervescent Jim Hardie in response to my 
concerns for expecting to not drive my car for nearly 3 months due to 
a complicated Full Knee Replacement surgery and rehab.  Sure enough 
at the end of my penalty box period my car would not start but I was 
prepared and had made my Dormant Car Starting Pipette in advance.  At 
Jim’s suggestion, I took a pneumatic tool hose quick disconnect fitting and 
sweated it with solder and a propane torch to a 6” piece of 1/2” ID copper 
plumbing pipe.  The pneumatic quick disconnect fits nicely into the Mixture 
Tube Assembly of my Zenith 32 NDIX Carburetors.  (Jim was quick to 
point out that this technique does not work quite as well on Solex / Weber 
Carbs as one could drop the new tool into the bowels of those carbs if 
not careful.)  In preparation for using the new tool, take the top or your air 
cleaners off one of your carbs (either side will work) and pull out the air 
filter element exposing the top of the carb.  The goal will be to put pipette 
into the Mixture Tube Assembly.  Try this a couple of times with the pipette 
dry for accuracy.

When you are 
ready, take your 
Turkey Baster from 
your Oil Changing 
Kit and draw a 
bolus of gasoline 
from your spare 
gas tank (about 
25-30ml - see 
picture), and with 
your finger over the 
bottom hole of the 
pneumatic quick 
disconnect carefully fill the pipette with fuel.  Then set the Turkey Baster 
down and with your thumb cover the top of the pipette, thus trapping the 
fuel inside and while removing your finger from the bottom hole put the 
pipette into your Mixture Tube Assembly and release your thumb.  The 
fuel will flow into the carb thus priming the fuel line but momentarily just 
beyond the pump.  Take your new tool out of the carb and start the car.  
Once the car is running, the fuel pump will be strong enough to “pull” fuel 
from the tank and as your car warms up you will have time to reinstall your 
Air Filter and Top, drain any fuel left in your Baster back into your Spare 
Gas Tank, and set aside your new Fuel Pipette before going for a drive.

Note: Subsequent pipettes of fuel may be needed for a particularly long 
time dried fuel line and system but this technique will work well, even if 
repeated a few times. 
 
And for those of you who care to stay on the good side of the Concours 
Judges while conserving your pocket book for bigger expenses, solution 
#3 can be made for under $3 (copper pipe, Quick Disconnect fitting, 
solder and propane).

Outboard motor 
priming bulb 
mounted under car 

Turkey Baster and mixture tube assembly
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John’s Mobile Engine Service

1753 Leslie Street
San Mateo, CA 94403

Expert Vintage VW & Porsche Repair
Parts & Service
Bead Blasting

650-574-4643

Gold Country Wildlife Rescue (GCWR) is a non-profit, volunteer 
organization, dedicated to the rescue, rehabilitation, and return to 
the wild of injured and orphaned wildlife.  GCWR is permitted by 

both the California Department of Fish & Wildlife, and the US Fish & Wildlife 
Service.  They have been serving our local community, and the many types 
of wildlife we live with, for over 25 years ... at no charge.

For over 4 years, 356CAR Sacramento has helped support the volunteers 
and their efforts to rescue, rehabilitate and release injured and orphaned 
wild Birds, Animals, and Reptiles back to their natural habitats.  At most 
of our 356CAR monthly breakfast meetings our illustrious moderator Jim 
Hardie, an endangered specie himself, has provided various trinkets and 
356 related items to auction off with the proceeds going to this most 
deserving charity.  And most years, at Bob & Elaine Cannon’s backyard 
BBQ / Potluck / Dance our “clothesline” silent auction of 356CAR related 
clothing items provides additional support funds.  It is through positive 
actions and these auctions that the very supportive 356CAR membership 
has helped GCWR grow from a small 600 sq. ft. part time intake center 
to the now 7-day-a-week center located at 3221 Rippey Rd #300 Loomis.  
So far in 2016, we have helped over 3,400 animals get a second chance.  
Way to go GCWR!!!!

THANK YOU 356CAR for your continued support!
    
For more information visit:  www.goldcountrywildliferescue.org 

Gold Country Wildlife Rescue 
by Bob Murray

Gold Country wildlife volunteers Keri Freidig and Bob Murray tend to an 
injured Bald Eagle found on an Island off of Folsom Lake Peninsula.

http://www.goldcountrywildliferescue.org/
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Membership Dues
Dues renew every July 1st and can be prorated if desired. 
 eNewsletter only Hardcopy Newsletter
1 year:  $15 ($1.25/mo)  $21 ($1.75/mo)

2 years: $30   $42

3 years: $45   $63

Mail your completed application and check (payable to 
356CAR) to:  356CAR
   c/o Phil Rowe
   2660 Night Hawk Way
   Camino, CA 95709

356CAR Membership 
Application / Renewal

 first name      last name

 co-pilot 

 address

 city      state           zip

 phone (day)

 phone (eve)

 email

preferred meeting location
      Sacramento            Capitola            Central Coast
      San Mateo               Hollister                
 
newsletter preference (check one)
 electronic version hardcopy version
 

Has Your 356CAR 
Membership Expired?
look at your mailing label and email inbox

356CAR memberships are due for renewal in June 
of each year.  Memberships are $15 a year for the 
356CAR eNewsletter or $21 a year for the hardcopy 
356CAR Newsletter.  An electronic version of the 
newsletter is sent to everyone with an active email   
address.

356CAR Club Badges
Club name badges with magnetic attachments are 
available to each active member and one additional 
driver for $9 per badge plus $2 mailing.  Badges are 
normally mailed within 30 days of payment receipt. 

Badges may be directly ordered online:
 www.356car.org/memberpage.html 

or contact: Phil Rowe -  prowe46@yahoo.com

356CAR Logo Apparel
356CAR has set up an account with L.L. 
Bean Direct to Business so that members 
can purchase a wide variety of clothing 
items customized with our 356CAR logo 
embroidered on it.  The selection of cloth-
ing can be found in the L.L. Bean Direct to 
Business online catalog that is very similar 
to the main L.L. Bean catalog. Once an 
item is selected you can work with the 
sales representative to choose the logo 
in colors you prefer to create a suitable 
contrast with the item you have chosen.  
While your total cost is dependent on the 
cost of the clothing item plus the cost of 
the embroidery, the club has already paid the initial embroidery set up.

To order apparel items first visit the L.L. Bean Direct to Business website 
at www.LLBeanBusiness.com and select from the online catalog.  Then 
call their account representative at 800.554.4071 and tell her you want 
to buy an item under the “356 CAR CALIFORNIA ALTA REGION” (Customer 
No. 7309979974/Design No. 94497).  To pay for the item, you will need 
to provide a credit or debit card and a shipping address.

By the way, orders of 6 or more of the same item in the same color 
reduce the embroidery cost from $12 per item to $5.50 per item.  So it 
pays to get together with a group of friends who wish to order the same 
items (e.g. hats or jackets of the same color.)
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2660 Night Hawk Way
Camino, CA 95709

Rachel Nelson
(530) 677-5188

by appointment CSL# 797540
www.originalglassgirl.com

Leaded Glass  Awards
Stained Glass  Glassware
Sandblasting  Cabinet Doors

RICK BRADLEY
REALTOR®

E-Mail: rickwbrad@msn.com

916.408.0431 Home/Office
916.666.0314 Cell
916.786.5287 Fax

RESIDENTIAL BROKERAGE

Roseville Office
2200-B Douglas Blvd., Suite 200
Roseville, CA 95661
DRE # 01874661

Owned and Operated by NRT LLC.

Move to paradise with everything 
you could wish for, just 2 hours from Lake Tahoe 
- all for $300,000 to $900,000 for beautiful well-
built homes, many with 3 car garages. HOA dues 
only $111/mo. and Kaiser is 5 minutes away.

Call or email me - Rick Bradley, original owner of a
1960 Porsche 356 and charter 356 Registry member -
about moving to Del Webb’s 16-year-old Sun City-
Lincoln Hills, between Roseville and Rocklin.


