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356CAR MONTHLY MEETINGS 
1st Saturday  San Mateo Breakfast
8:30 AM  Mimi’s Cafe, 2208 Bridgepointe Parkway, San Mateo. Take Mariners Island   
 Blvd. exit just east of Hwy 101 on Hwy 92, head north, turn right on     
 Bridgepointe Parkway, restaurant is on the right. Contact Michael Hodos at   
 mehodos@mac.com or 650-326-1621.

2nd Saturday  Sacramento Breakfast
9:00 AM  Marie Calendar’s, 5525 Sunrise Blvd, Citrus Heights. Hwy 50 east to 
 Sunrise Blvd., head north about 4 miles just past Madison Ave, restaurant is  
 on the left. Contact Jim Hardie at jehardie@aol.com or 916-972-7232.
 
3rd Saturday  Hollister Breakfast
9:00 AM  San Juan Oaks Golf Course, Hollister, 156 east off of Hwy 101, 4 miles past  
 San Juan Bautista, right on Union Road, right to the golf course. Contact   Jack  
 Biersdorff at jbiersdorff@aol.com or 831-636-3046.

1st Tuesday  Santa Cruz Dinner
 6:00 PM  Johnny’s Harborside 493 Lake Avenue, Santa Cruz 95062, 831.479.3430
 Located in the upper yacht harbor just off Murray Street.  Contact Steve    
 Douglas at soquelglen@prodigy.net or 831-239-1291.

5th Saturday  Central Coast Breakfast
9:00 AM Spanish Bay Golf Course Clubhouse, Pebble Beach.  Enter 17 Mile Drive via  
 the Pacific Grove Gate, mention the Porsche Breakfast for free entrance.     
 Contact George Breein at gbreein@comcast.net or 408-888-5925

Cover photo courtesy of Bettina and Heiner Fees
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President’s Message
By Barney Speckman

California Automobile Museum
356CAR board of directors have decided to again support the 
California Automobile Museum in Sacramento.  For our members 
this means that you will have a one-time yearly free admission to 
the museum located at 2200 Front Street in Sacramento.  Just 
tell them you are a member of 356CAR and enjoy the museum!

Are you getting your 356CAR emails? 
356CAR relies on Constant Contact email 
and event services to keep you up to date 
on events. These flyers supplement informa-
tion in the newslettter. If we don’t have your 
email address you will miss out! Update your 
contact information at 356CAR.org website 
member’s page:

 www.356car.org/member.html
   (All information remains private)

facebook.com/356car
(you can browse our Facebook page without being a member- check it out!)

356CAR Logo Apparel
Fred Huberty
356CAR has set up an account with L.L. Bean 
Direct to Business so that members can purchase 
a wide variety of clothing items customized with 
our 356CAR logo embroidered on it.  The selection 
of clothing can be found in the L.L. Bean Direct to 
Business online catalog that is very similar to the 
main L.L. Bean catalog. Once an item is selected 
you can work with the sales representative to 
choose the logo in colors you prefer to create a 
suitable contrast with the item you have chosen.  
While your total cost is dependent on the cost of 
the clothing item plus the cost of the embroidery, the club has already 
paid the initial embroidery set up.

To order apparel items first visit the L.L. Bean Direct to Business website 
at www.LLBeanBusiness.com and select from the online catalog.  Then 
call their account representative at 800.554.4071 and tell her you want 
to buy an item under the “356 CAR CALIFORNIA ALTA REGION” (Customer 
No. 7309979974/Design No. 94497).  To pay for the item, you will need 
to provide a credit or debit card and a shipping address.

By the way, orders of 6 or more of the same item in the same color 
reduce the embroidery cost from $12 per item to $5.50 per item.  So it 
pays to get together with a group of friends who wish to order the same 
items (e.g. hats or jackets of the same color.)

Beste Wünsche und gute Gesundheit im neuen Jahr
That is how Ferry Porsche might have wished us a Happy New Year and 
good health back in the days when our cars were being built in Germany.  
Let me add my best holiday wishes to you and your families and also 
continued good health as we look forward to 2016.  
 
In 2016 we plan to have many opportunities for us to take our cars out 
and share the experience of driving our 356 cars on the beautiful back 
roads of California.  In this issue of our Newsletter we review a few of the 
planned activities and seek your help to add even more.  

North Meets South 2016
First and foremost, our premier event of the year, North Meets South – 
2016 will be hosted by our club (356CAR) with planning for the event well 
underway.  It will be held in San Luis Obispo on April 14-17 with Lou and 
Joy Fifer, Co-chairs for the event.  An organizing committee has been ac-
tively planning for a very special NMS.  If you want to help out contact Lou 
or Joy and be sure to check out 356CAR.org for the latest info – registra-
tion will be open on February 1st.

Fall Festival in Yosemite
The Southern California 356 Club is planning a Fall Festival for September 
29th – Oct 2 to be held in Yosemite which promises to be a great event 
at a beautiful location.  A similar and hugely successful event was held in 
2012. Check out the details at 356Club.org. 

Additional Events
Rich Peters and Ron Delmendo are planning additional events for 2016 
as you read this newsletter but they are quite open to both new ideas as 
well as members who would like to take the lead in organizing and working 
new events.  Please contact Rich or Ron with your ideas using the contact 
information listed in the front of the Newsletter.

Upcoming Events 
Just a reminder to regularly check the newsletter’s “Schedule of Events” 
and the 356CAR.org “Calendar” section for dates and details of upcom-
ing events.  While we do periodically send out email announcements and 
reminders of major events, there’s a lot going on this year and we would 
hate to have anyone miss out on any activity.

Featured Articles

Be sure to check out the stories about the 2015 holiday parties held in our 
area: Sally Biersdorff’s update from the South County area; and the touch-
ing story about Morrie Nelson’s (Kim’s dad) WWII veteran service award 
presented at the November Sacramento Breakfast.

Badges & Window Stickers

356CAR name badges and grille badges can be ordered directly from new 
Membership Chairman Phil Rowe.  Also, a few 356CAR window stickers 
are still available for free to members in good standing.  For these contact 
Michael Hodos while the diminishing supply lasts.

Driving Season

While the winter season is not usually thought of as offering the best driv-
ing conditions our cars, there are still lots of opportunities to get our cars 
on the road and enjoy them.  So let’s give those heaters a test if we need 
to and get our cars out on the open road. 

Let’s always remember to be very careful out there!

Barney
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Schedule of Events For 2016
Event dates and locations are subject to change.  

Always check www.356car.org for the most
up-to-date event information.

March 5 LA Literature and Memorabilia Show 
Hilton LA Airport Hilton,5711 West Century Blvd., Los 
Angeles.  www.lalitandtoyshow.com

March 6 SoCal All Porsche Swap Meet and Car Show
Phoenix Club, 1340 S. Sanderson Ave., Anaheim. For 
vendor reservations, contact Bob Lee at robert.b.lee@
cox.net or 619-518-8645. 

April 14 - 17 North meets South, hosted by 356CAR
San Luis Obispo, Embassy Suites.  Registration opens 
in February. Check your emails and 356car.org for ad-
ditional details

August 7 The VW Porsche Treffen 
Dave Brubeck Park, Concord. 8AM-2:30PM   

August 15 - 21 Monterey Car Week
Monterey and Carmel. A detailed schedule will be 
posted in a future newsletter and on 356CAR.org

August 19 Porsche Werks Reunion
Carmel Valley.

Sept 29 - Oct 2 Yosemite Fall Festival, hosted by 356 Club of 
Southern California  
Tenaya Lodge at Yosemite. Fish Camp, CA
Registration opens in June.

Mazda Raceway-Laguna 
Seca Unveils 2016 Schedule
by Michael Hodos

Laguna Seca is gearing up to celebrate its 59th consecutive season of 
hosting world-class motorsports events next year. A schedule of six major 
events will showcase national and world championship series of sports 
car, open-wheel and motorcycle racing, as well as one of the most presti-
gious annual historic racing events in the world.

IMSA WeatherTech SportsCar Championship Continental Tire Mon-
terey Grand Prix Powered by Mazda, April 29-May 1
Prototype and GT teams, representing at least 10 different manufacturers 
and utilizing both professional and pro-am driver lineups, will compete. The 
weekend will also include the IMSA Continental Tire Sports Car Challenge, 
Lamborghini Super Trofeo, and the first-ever Global Mazda Battery Tender 
MX-5 Cup race.

Motul FIM World Superbike Championship GEICO U.S. Round fea-
turing the MotoAmerica Honda Superbike Showdown, July 8-10
2006 MotoGP World Champion and two-time Mazda Raceway Laguna 
Seca race winner (2005, 2006) Nicky Hayden returns to compete at the 
course for the first time since 2013.

Monterey Pre-Reunion, Aug. 13-14 
 
Rolex Monterey Motorsports Reunion, Aug. 18-21
The 550 entries chosen from around the world for their authenticity, 
historical significance and period correctness will gather. BMW will be the 
featured marque.

Mazda Road to Indy, Sept. 9-11
Season champions will again be crowned at Mazda Raceway in all three 
classes of the driver developmental racing series that provides scholar-
ships to the next level. 
 
Pirelli World Challenge, Oct. 7-9
Roughly 100 entrants in seven driver classifications in six classes of Grand 
Touring (GT) and Touring Car (TC) sports cars will compete in a maximum 
50-minute race format.

Get specific event details at www.mazdaraceway.com/events.

http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001IV81UPcZ53G4RvRT6PiF4klt3E5XsJZcwZNrhx121K5Xbi_QvnWaM9gbKsdeMQA92M0S8RPM66YX_KqxuE-ZVTShXNCTWkUKpPEz7aHwV8xBgzBiHGdjsRshoJuX_vOe80j47MeEXcvlgbGWz_vcmDRE7RsAnFkEFhtiA06Yv5bTQrMJCvz_S1BG7Ap23v5NMywTxnjtNiDjNP6-GChz1Pa_3VsjawsKSpbF6F1LczyFeD9iJ6LqqOtd9fWFOQyXkVlE9cW2PdGPzDL4AQEdsinbMXukSErV5l_7TsSNCV1EmbljD5NmixO4pvohoxAqZYoc64kSpBq_SxgZD4YpwA==&c=RGR8dsYuKS0Bf9WqknL3PKLUOiC0Kcm5oGdJvUgSpXs7UsBoa6dNwA==&ch=EkGYre7nmDlR2FjMm819qRtV4uGc6W6jlaFYADWpiLf8MYhL61SuGg==
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North meets South 2016
April 14-17th

Embassy Suites
San Luis Obispo

“A Drive Back in Time”
Remembering 30 Years of 

North meets South fun and fellowship

Featuring 356CAR’s own SPEEDSTERS rock band

Tours, Tech Sessions, Art Display, Concours, 
Vendor Room, Awards Banquet, Swap Meet

additional details on 356car.org / facebook.com/356car and west-coast 356 club websites
Hosted by 356CAR- Registration opens in February
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“Ask not what your country can do for you, but what you can do for your country.” 
President John F. Kennedy 

 
    

  Elk Grove Quilt  Guild 
  P.  O. Box 1413 

  Elk Grove, CA  95759-1413 
          

 
  November 14, 2015 

 
 
Mr. Nels M. Nelson 
2771 Ponderosa Road 
Shingle Springs, CA  95969 
 
Dear Mr. Nelson: 
 
On behalf of the Elk Grove Quilt Guild and the Quilts of Valor Foundation, it is our  
honor to award you with a Quilt of Valor.  The Foundation’s mission is to cover service 
members and veterans touched by war with comforting and healing Quilts of Valor.  Our 
Guild participates by creating quilts and awarding them to veterans in our community. 
 
We understand you joined the United States Army in 1941 and were trained as a Heavy 
Machine Gunner.  During World War II, you served in Iceland, England, Ireland, 
Normandy, Northern France, and Rhineland.  You received decorations of a Good 
Conduct Medal, an American Defense Service Ribbon, a European African Middle 
Eastern Theater Ribbon with a Silver Battle star, and six Overseas Service bars.  
Because of your bravery, you were awarded a Bronze Star Medal. You were discharged 
as a Sergeant in 1945. 
 
There are few ways less noble to serve our country than through the military.  Our 
country is the greatest in the world because we have people like you defending us.  
 
Thank you so much for protecting and defending our freedom and way of life, and for 
your heroic service, sacrifice, and valor in serving our nation. 
 
     Sincerely, 

 
     Kathy Sansone, Chair      

        Quilts of Valor Committee   
 
 

Sgt. Nels Maurice Nelson, USA Air Corps
by Lou Fifer

As happy as we always 
are to welcome Kim 
Nelson’s dad, Morrie 

Nelson, to our 356CAR Sacra-
mento Breakfast meetings … we 
were feted to a real treat when 
Morrie was called to the fore of 
our group in observance of Vet-
eran’s Day this past November. 
He received a commemorative 
award for his “front line” service 
to our country during World War 
II, presented by Kathy Sansone.  

During WWII Morrie was a very 
busy US Army Air Corps Sergeant 
- Heavy Gunner flying on B-17s 
while serving in many areas of 
the European theater.  He was 
repeatedly and and well deco-
rated for his efforts and dedica-
tion to preserve freedom for 
our country and allies in Iceland, 
England, Ireland, Normandy, 
Northern France and as a visiting 
emissary of peace in the German 
Rhineland.  As Kathy read through 
his citation of appreciation, Mor-
rie was overheard to substanti-
ate each passage with his own 
memories of how each really 
went down.  It is trite to say now, 
but it was apparent by the glint in 
Kim’s eyes that Morrie was very 
actively reliving his times on the 
pointed end of the spear so many 
years ago.

Although Sgt Morrie returned to “The States” after 
his discharge from the USA Air Corps in 1945 to 
continue his life as an American Motors Mechanic … 
it is safe to say that his “glory days” were performed 
as a heavy gunner in his B-17 way far aloft in the 
chilling skies of Europe fighting for our country and 
the freedom of the world.  It was good to revel in the 
glory of so many years hence and the service of Sgt 
Nels Maurice Nelson, USA Air Corps – our Morrie. 

Kathy Sansone reading the Letter of Commendation to Morrie with a proud 
Kim Nelson taking it all in.

Morrie Nelson receiving the Quilt of Valor

Thank You for your Service!

Reprinted from the 356CAR Newsletter, 2015 # 4
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The November day was cold and clear as many South County 
356ers joined in Hollister at the San Juan Oaks Golf Course for 
breakfast and 16th annual Christmas toy drive.

Joining in the Holiday spirit were Linda & Del Sessions and Diane & Alex 
Fucile, from the San Jose area; Sharon & George Breein from Los Gatos; 
Kirby Hollis from Saratoga; Irene & Ken Mort from Morgan Hill; Alexis & 
George Sellend, from Monterey; plus, Melissa & Gary Delasandro and Sally 
& Jack Biersdorff, from Hollister.  All gathered with loads of toys for needy 
families in the South County area and shared a wonderful morning’s break-

“South County” 356’ers – 2015 Christmas Toy Drive 
by Sally Biersdorff

fast and drive.  And we all went home with a good feeling in our hearts 
having completed our 16th annual event of combining good camaraderie 
and helping those in need for the holidays.  

We meet the third Saturday of each month at the San Juan Oaks Golf 
Course on Union Road and invite all 356’ers to join us for a perfect 356 
drive in the country, and great company with other 356’ers. We wish 
Happy Holidays, and a Happy New Year of 356 fun to all of the 356CAR 
Family.
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Perhaps better said the 99% 
should live so well as the 
digs for this year’s 356CAR 

Christmas party, but we 100+ of 
the 356 devoted were nonetheless 
beyond well hosted to a wonderful 
afternoon’s delight by Rachel & Kim 
Nelson in their auto chateaux on 
Ponderosa Road in Shingle Springs.  
A few hearty souls helped Rachel 
& Kim with the schlepping of chairs 
and tables, the many beforehand 
preparations, and before the party 
set-up, while everyone attending 
pitched into a festive Christmas-
themed potluck based on the first 
letter of surnames attending.  We 
had a plethora of mains – salads – 
rolls - desserts – wines / ciders / 
beers, and a side tray of worm-free 
Tequila shooters for the hearty of 
taste and stout of heart.  All were 
well fed and oiled appropriately 
throughout the party.

Kim had his hands full with a 
para-diddle, flam and long roll, as 
he is wont to do with not only the 
“garage” prep and clean-up for the 
party, including the moving and 
recovering of his many rolling stock 
eye candy to the back room so to 
make room for the party set-up but 
he also had a “Speedsters” gig the 
night before our party and then of 
course the “Four Thorns and A Ca-
nary” played for us before and after 
the 356CAR Christmas Party.  One 

356CAR Christmas Party At The Nelson’s “Garage” 
by Lou Fifer

Santa on a Harley added to the funWho’s dog is that?

Thanks to our host Kim NelsonRudolf and friends

Lots of stories were told.... And lots of goodies were consumed....
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never tires of their dulcet tones and 
create covers of our favorite 50’s-
60’s-70’s R&B and easy Rock & Roll 
tunes of our youthful pasts.  And 
many, if not all, danced and sang 
along with the band.

Santa this year was seen riding 
atop a quiet Harley at the back 
of the party keeping an eye on 
all “good little girls and boys” to 
make sure that their wants would 
be honored in the fort-night hence 
as he noted all who brought an 
unwrapped new present for his 
distribution to the shut-in children at 
the Sacramento Shriner’s Hospital 
burn and amputee wards.  And as 
per the below picture, Santa shifted 
over to his favorite “Signal Red” 
open sleigh and six fuzzy reindeers 
for the quick aero-flight from Pon-
derosa to Shriner’s.

All attending the 356CAR 2015 
Christmas Party wish all of 356CAR 
a most blessed Christmas and 
another fantastic year of 356 
experiences as we ply the highways 
and byways in the elegance of our 
air-cooled pleasure craft of excel-
lence.

The “Speedsters” with a little help from the audience..

Kim and Rachel Nelson delivering toy donations to Shriner’s Hospital

BJ Quinn and Rachel Nelson with food donations being delivered to the Food Bank. Dinner is served!

Dosey-Do
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Thinking of the past and wondering about the actual beginnings of 
our signature annual North Meets South event it became apparent 
that we are approaching our 30th meeting among our Northern and 

Southern California 356 drivers.  Checking with a few old hands on the 
wheel I found that it was after a couple of successful West Coast Holidays 
in Santa Barbara (1984) and again in Paso Robles (1985) that the idea of 
an annual Spring event alternately hosted by either the NorCal 356CAR 
or SoCal 356Club would be a welcome addition to our 356 experiences 
and an enhanced gathering of our two clubs.  It began to take shape with 
a serendipitous requirement of the Western Industrial Designers Society 
Conference held on April 21, 1985 at the Inn at Morro Bay Inn to have 
an interesting exhibit at their conference closing.  Clyde Winters and Bob 
Franco (356’rs) organized a quick 356 Car Show of ~20 cars from the 
North and South clubs arranged on the lawn by the sea for what became 
the seminal #0 NmS of 356 friends gathering and debating the right fas-
tener or whether paint and interior colors matched or were complimentary 
and if authenticity or choices should be paramount.
  
Attendance at the Newport Beach WCH (1986) and the Estes Park WCH 
(1987) confirmed the validity of 356’rs gathering and willingness to travel 
with their cars so formal discussions ensued to investigate feasibility of a 
Mini-Holiday (AKA NmS) to be held somewhere convenient to both clubs 
on the California mid-Coast.  Thus NmS 1987 #1 was birthed on a sunny 
Saturday at Keyser Park, Morro Bay, with 18 cars attending (5 from L.A. 
area, 3 from the North, and 10 from the Santa Barbara to San Luis Obispo 
area) over an afternoon in the park with BBQ and beer among friends.  
That evening a few stayed over and savored a Sunday Brunch before rev-
ving their engines for the drive home.

North Meets South
  Looking Back … As We Look Ahead 
by Steve Douglas with Lou Fifer

From such 
a simple 
beginning 
NmS 1988 #2 
themed “On the 
Way to Morro Bay” 
was expanded to a 
two-day event with a Car 
Show on Saturday at La Serena Inn in Morro Bay, followed by dinner at San 
Simeon that night (and a harrowing foggy drive back to Morro Bay), with 
clean-up and drives home on Sunday for the 115 folks and 65 cars.

Then NmS 1989 #3 further expanded to a three-day event to include 
Friday drives, tours of local interests, and Tech Sessions, followed by the 
Saturday Car Show and dinner at Arciero Winery east of Paso Robles.  The 
early Sunday Swap at the Marina in Morro Bay capped the event.

NmS 1990 #4 was a West Coast Holiday with 536 Registrants and 315 
cars on the lawn for the Concours.  This was the first four-day event with 
a Thursday night Gathering, Friday Tech Session and Drives to wineries 
around Paso Robles, followed by a Swap Meet and Dinner at the Veteran’s 
Hall in Morro Bay.  The Saturday Car Show was a full Concours judging as 
per WCH standards topped off by Dinner at the Community Center.  Again, 
Sunday was devoted to clean-up and drives home with the highlight being 
44 356s winding their way up Hwy 1 through Big Sur to the Monterey 
Porsche Parade.

NmS 1991 #5 returned to Morro Bay and 356CAR leadership with Harry 

An early Hospitality Suite, Goodie Store and Registration.. all in the parking lot! Harry Pellow presenting an open-air Tech Session
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Pellow giving a very informative Tech Session on “356 Failures” and a 
new twist on the Saturday Car Show by introducing “People’s Choices” for 
“Wash & Shine” and “Street” classes followed by further twists with Pre-A’s 
& A’s judged by B Owners, and B’s Judged by C Owners, and C’s judged 
by Pre-A Owners.  It was reported fun – but seems a wonder of organiza-
tion now.

NmS 1992 #6 was hosted by the 356 Club.

NmS 1993 #7 was hosted by 356CAR in Cambria with a big party on 
Friday evening at the Harbor House in Morro Bay, followed by 115 cars 
shown on the Del Mark Park lawn followed by dinner that night at the 
Veteran’s Hall.

NmS 1994 #8 was back at Harbor House in Morro Bay, Friday winery 
tours around Paso Robles, and 90 cars shown followed by the awards din-
ner with “confetti-filled eggs” at Cambria. 
 
NmS 1995 #9 moved to the Whaler’s Inn on Pismo Beach’s cliffs 
overlooking the ocean with this year’s event adding Full Concours, Street, 
Wash & Shine classes – all judged by “experts”. 

NmS 1996 #10 returned to the Whaler’s Inn in Pismo Beach.

NmS 1997 #11 moved to the Cambria Pines Lodge, and was hosted by 
the 356 Club with the Car Show throughout the Lodge’s parking lots the 
day following the “Iron Butt 200” tour.

NmS 1998 #12 was hosted by 356CAR again at the Inn at Morro Bay 
with both “long” and “sedate” drives on Friday followed by a sunset Wine 
Reception on the deck.

NmS 1999 #13 was hosted by the 356 Club back at the Cambria Pines 
Lodge.

NmS 2000 #14 moved for the first time to the Embassy Suites in San 
Luis Obispo and was hosted by 356CAR with keen help from the SLO 
“locals”.  The Car Show was held at the Laguna Lakes Park followed by 
an “April’s Fools Rally”.  Ted Blake narrated a slide show of the 1954-55 
Porsche Factory Tour at the Awards Dinner.

NmS 2001 #15 was back at the Cambria Pines Lodge but of note was 
the inclement weather (rain, hail, and snow) that plagued the otherwise fun 
weekend.

NmS 2002 #16 returned to the Embassy Suites in San Luis Obispo for a 
warm and sunny weekend of 356 fun of great back road drives and winery 
tours topped by a roaring “Ole” at the Friday night Mexican Fiesta.

NmS 2003 #17 returned to a rainy Cambria weekend but one tour was 
squeegeed in among 80 cars and occupants.

NmS 2004 #18 was held again at San Luis Obispo among 130 356s at 
Laguna Lakes Park, including Jerry Seinfeld in his ’65 Green Coupe.

NmS 2005 #19 found us in a dry Cambria featuring drives to Parkfield 
and the San Andreas Fault with 50 cars speeding along the 75-mile tour.

NmS 2006 #20 was hosted by 356CAR.

NmS 2007 #21 was hosted by the 356 Club in Solvang with drives 
and winery tours in the Santa Ynez Valley and Jack Staggs’ Tech Session 
among 150 cars and occupants.

NmS 2008 #22 was 356CAR planned and hosted by Jenny Derich and 
her All Female crew (plus “Tomasina Sansone”).  Darrell Bailey and Paul 
Frame showed their Mexican Racing slides at the Hawaiian themed Awards 
Banquet and Dance.
NmS 2009 #23 returned to Solvang as planned by the 356 Club.
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Need more garage space?
See Leigh Rutledge and Bill Hambrick 
for Sacramento’s finest homes.... 

DUNNIGANRealtors

916-612-6911
leigh@leighrutledge.com 916-600-6528

bill@billhambrick.com

356 owners who know the 
needs of car enthusiasts! 

NmS 2010 #24 was hosted by 356CAR at the Embassy Suites in SLO 
with an added Literature Meet to rave reviews.

NmS 2011 #25 found us back at the Inn at Morro Bay with 146 cars 
shown at the Del Mar Park.

NmS 2012 #26 was again hosted by 356CAR at the Embassy Suites in 
SLO and introduced a crowd pleasing Thursday Night Pizza Party.

NmS 2013 #27 returned us to the Cambria Pines Lodge under the man-
agement of the 356 Club featuring first a Friday drive up Hwy 1 and steep 
alpine like climb into the Jolon Valley and then 145 cars in Del Mark Park 
for the People’s Choice show and judging.

NmS 2014 #28 was hosted by 356CAR at the Embassy Suites in SLO 
with 148 Registrants, 137 Cars and 265 Attendees some of whom at-
tended from far afield in Washington, Oregon, Nevada and even Germany!  

The schedule included the popular “Thursday Night Pizza”, Friday and 
Saturday Embassy Suites hosted Happy Hours, self-guided tours of the 
area, Tech Sessions by Paul Christensen on Steering Boxes and 12-Volt 
Conversions by Joe Leoni.  The Car Show was highlighted by the “Motul 
Arch” used as a photo-op for each car arriving at the park for the People’s 
Choice judging followed by picnic lunches.  The Awards Banquet was 
augmented by film director and Porsche Driver Jeff Zwart’s exciting videos 
“356 Driving in Snow” and his “2010 Pike’s Peak International Hill Climb in 
a Porsche GT3”, and then followed by a fabulous video of “past 356 tours 
through the Sierras” by Rocky Raymond and a moving poem recital by BJ 
Shook “… And We Will Drive …”.  This year’s show winners were treated 
to trophies made by Rachel Nelson of Reflections in Glass.

NmS 2015 #29 was returned to the Cambria Pines Lodge, and again 
masterfully hosted by the 356 Club, including scenic drives and winery 
tours in the Paso Robles surrounds.

This brings us to the cusp of excitement and special events planning for 
this year’s NmS 2016 #30 “A Drive Back In Time – Remembering 
30 Years of North meets South”.  
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Setting your ignition points by gap, especially if they’re worn, can 
be a frustrating and inexact process.  Nowadays there isn’t even a 
way to see if you’ve got it right, other than whether or not the en-

gine runs.  Back in the 50s and 60s, mechanics had an instrument called 
a “dwell meter,” which accurately and instantly measured the number of 
distributor degrees the points were closed.   This is a far more precise 
method of checking points than by gap.  Chevrolet even had a distributor 
type that enabled the points to be set while the engine was running.  Using 
a dwell meter, points on these cars could be set in less than a minute.

If you had one of these distributors on a 283 cubic inch V-8 with 3 carbu-
retors, you were king of the hill.  I had one in a ’57 Chevy 2-door for a col-
lege commuter.  One morning I picked up my buddy in front of his house 
and then laid down a patch of rubber 50 feet long!  Next day my buddy 
told me I should maybe check to see if his dad is mowing the front lawn 
when I pick him up.  Apparently his dad had asked him, “Does he always 
drive like that?”

Sorry.  Off topic.  Back to the dwell meter.  As I mentioned dwell is the 
number of distributor degrees the points are closed.  The only tool you 
need to measure it is the same tool you use in setting your ignition timing.  
For most folks this is some kind of light that’s connected between the 
negative side of the coil and ground.  If the ignition is on, the light comes 
on when the points open.  The spark occurs when the points open.  You’ve 
probably made a mark on the crankshaft pulley that should 
align with the case half seam when the light comes on.  If 
your mark is 6 mm from the OT mark, your static timing will 
be 5°.

Next we’ll make some new marks on the pulley.  Let’s put 
one at 45.5 mm from the OT mark and another at 111 mm 
from your 5° static timing mark.  These are straight line 
measurements.  (See photo below)

Measuring Dwell Without Instruments 
by Kit Sodergren

That mark you made at 111 mm from static is 100°.  It’s equal to 50° 
distributor travel, since the crank revolves twice for every distributor rev.  
With your light in place and the ignition still on, here’s how you measure 
the dwell.  Start with the crank pulley at 5°.  The light should be on 
because this is your static setting.  Next back the engine up.  The light will 
go off.  Keep going until the light comes back on.  The number of degrees 
you just moved it with the light off is the dwell.  If your points are set right, 
the light will come back on just when your 111 mm mark comes up.  The 
tolerance for this setting is ± 2°, or ± 2.5 mm on the pulley. If you’re 
outside this range, you may want to reset your point gap.

Caution:  Whenever your light goes on, a spark is produced.  If you have 
the distributor cap in place and there’s fuel in the cylinders, the engine 
may fire.  If that happens whatever tool you’re using to rotate the engine is 
going to spin around and try to hurt you.  To be safe, remove the coil wire 
from the cap and ground it.  That’ll prevent the engine from firing.  (The 
coil wire is grounded to prevent damage to the coil.)

What about that other mark we put on the pulley?  That mark is 37° total 
advance.  You can check that easily if you have or can borrow a strobe 
timing light.  Run the engine up to 3100 RPM or more and check to make 
sure the advance does not exceed your 37° mark.  If it does, you’ll have 
no choice but to back off on the static timing.  Under no circumstances 
should you allow the total advance to exceed 37°.  

Nice work!  Your distributor settings are now tip top.  Happy motoring.  

Incidentally that ’57 2-door was my first engine overhaul.  It lasted 700 miles 
before it blew up.  The dwell was right though.     

OT
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John’s Mobile Engine Service

1753 Leslie Street
San Mateo, CA 94403

Expert Vintage VW & Porsche Repair
Parts & Service
Bead Blasting

650-574-4643

Ed Fall    801-355-0266 (MST)
521 N 1200 W, Salt Lake City, Utah   84116

 edfall@vintagewerks.com    www.vintagewerks.com 

V Wintage erksRepair, Rebuild and RestorationBOSCH Distributors
PIERBURG and SOLEX Fuel Pumps

BOSCH Distributors

Specializing in 
Porsche 356, 912 and 911 

Distributor Advance curve reset to factory speci�cations

BOSCH Distributors
PIERBURG and SOLEX Fuel Pumps

Repair, Rebuild and Restoration
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Membership Dues
Dues renew every July 1st and can be prorated if desired. 
 eNewsletter only Hardcopy Newsletter
1 year:  $15 ($1.25/mo)  $21 ($1.75/mo)

2 years: $30   $42

3 years: $45   $63

Mail your completed application and check (payable to 
356CAR) to:  356CAR
   c/o Phil Rowe
   2660 Night Hawk Way
   Camino, CA 95709

356CAR Membership 
Application / Renewal

 first name      last name

 co-pilot 

 address

 city      state           zip

 phone (day)

 phone (eve)

 email

preferred meeting location
      Sacramento            Capitola            Central Coast
      San Mateo               Hollister                
 
newsletter preference (check one)
 electronic version hardcopy version
 
I would like my name and email included in the 356CAR 
roster listing        yes   no

Is Your 356CAR 
Membership Expiring?

Please take a look at your mailing label.

356CAR memberships are due for renewal in June 
of each year.  Memberships are $15 a year for the 
356CAR eNewsletter or $21 a year for the hardcopy 
356CAR Newsletter.  An electronic version of the 
newsletter is sent to everyone with an active email   
address.

RICK BRADLEY
REALTOR®

E-Mail: rickwbrad@msn.com

916.408.0431 Home/Office
916.666.0314 Cell
916.786.5287 Fax

RESIDENTIAL BROKERAGE

Roseville Office
2200-B Douglas Blvd., Suite 200
Roseville, CA 95661
DRE # 01874661

Owned and Operated by NRT LLC.

Move to paradise with everything 
you could wish for, just 2 hours from Lake Tahoe 
- all for $200,000 to $650,000 for beautiful well-
built homes, many with 3 car garages. HOA dues 
only $104/mo. and Kaiser is 5 minutes away.

Call or e-mail me - Rick Bradley, original owner of a
1960 Porsche 356 and charter 356 Registry member -
about moving to Del Webb’s 15-year-old Sun City-
Lincoln Hills, between Roseville and Rocklin.

356CAR Club Membership 
Badges

Club name badges with magnetic attachments are 
available to each active member and one additional 
driver for $9 per badge plus $2 mailing.  Badges are 
normally mailed within 30 days of payment receipt. 

Badges may be directly ordered online:
 www.356car.org/memberpage.html 

or contact: Phil Rowe -  prowe46@yahoo.com



16

2660 Night Hawk Way
Camino, CA 95709

Rachel Nelson
(530) 677-5188

by appointment CSL# 797540
www.originalglassgirl.com

Leaded Glass  Awards
Stained Glass  Glassware
Sandblasting  Cabinet Doors


